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COPPER AWARDS SHOWCASE THE BEST OF EUROPEAN DESIGN 
 
Winners of the 2007 Copper in Architecture Awards have been announced at a 
presentation ceremony in London on 25 September. The Awards revealed an 
exceptional diversity of important buildings from around Europe – many not widely 
known or published – amongst the 74 entries.  
 

This design-led competition includes two separate awards for the best recently completed 

buildings in the UK and in other participating European countries, as well as a cash prize for 

the best student project from UK schools of architecture and craftsmanship awards. Winner 

of the UK category was Keith Williams Architects’ Unicorn Theatre in London. The cool, calm 

approach taken with this landmark building and a careful use of materials singled it out for 

the Award. The European Winner was the Jewish Centre in Munich designed by Wandel 

Hoefer Lorch Architekten. Here, woven bronze mesh linked to transparency and light is a 

defining theme and its deceptively simple elegance won the judges over. 

 

Three other European projects were highly commended, reflecting the particularly high 

quality of entries, ranging from a Spanish theatre, which also won an Innovation Award for its 

exciting approach to copper cladding, to an elegant Estonian museum and distinctive 

Norwegian science centre located near the arctic circle. In the UK, two other projects were 

commended – Allies and Morrison’s landmark Planetarium in Greenwich and Feilden Clegg 

Bradley’s elegant Formby Swimming Pool. The 2007 Student Award was won by Kirsten 

Hamilton of The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture with a Commendation for Jordan 

Hodgson of Leeds Metropolitan University. Finally, Craftsmanship Awards assessed by 

specialist, expert judges recognise the essential role of craftsmanship in realising designers’ 

aspirations for copper in architecture. The 2007 Craftsmanship winner was 198 – 202 

Piccadilly, London, designed by Robert Adam Architects and executed by copper contractor 

NDM Ltd., and three other projects were Commended. 

 

This major Awards programme considers architectural projects around Europe using copper 

in all its forms. The team of leading architect judges - joined for the first time this year by 

Make’s Ken Shuttleworth and the winner of the last European Award Kari Jarvinen from 
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Finland – were clearly focused on architectural design. This year, their task was made 

particularly difficult by the exceptional quality of entries across the board.  

 

Images and information on all the shortlisted projects can be found at: www.cda.org.uk/arch 

together with details of future awards. Many of the other buildings submitted will also be of 

interest and all the Award entries from around Europe are featured at 

www.copperconcept.org.  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR EDITORS 
 

High Resolution images of the Awards projects for publication can be downloaded 
from the following dedicated link: www.cda.org.uk/awards-images.htm or requested 
from bryony.samuel@copperdev.co.uk.
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In-depth feature articles on the Award projects and all aspects of copper roofing and 
cladding can be supplied by the Copper in Architecture initiative.  Contact Chris 
Hodson for details. 
 

 
Contact Details for publication (if needed): 
Copper in Architecture, 5 Grovelands Business Centre, Boundary Way,  

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TE. 

E-mail: helpline@copperdev.co.uk  Web: www.cda.org.uk/arch   Fax: 01442 275716. 

 

Reader Enquiries to:  
Copper in Architecture, 5 Grovelands Business Centre, Boundary Way,  

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TE.  Or e-mail: carol.godfrey@copperdev.co.uk

 

 
Further information for editors, contact (not for publication):  
Chris Hodson      Tel: 01242 702 741.   Fax: 01242 702 754 

e-mail: chris@hodsons.com
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COPPER AWARDS SHOWCASE THE BEST OF EUROPEAN 
DESIGN 

 
Winners of the 2007 Copper in Architecture Awards have been announced at a 
presentation ceremony in London on 25 September. The Awards revealed an 
exceptional diversity of important buildings from around Europe – many not widely 
known or published – amongst the 74 entries.  
 
This major Awards programme considers architectural projects around Europe using copper 

in all its forms. The team of experienced architect judges - joined for the first time this year 

by leading British architect Ken Shuttleworth and the winner of the last European Award Kari 

Jarvinen from Finland – focused on architectural design. This year, their task was made 

particularly difficult by the exceptional quality of entries but, after much deliberation, awards 

were made from the six projects shortlisted for the European category. The European 

Winner was the Jewish Centre in Munich designed by Wandel Hoefer Lorch Architekten. 

Here, the rusticated stone base of the synagogue is cloaked in a veil of woven bronze mesh. 

Copper linked to transparency and light is a defining theme of the Centre and the building’s 

beauty is apparent both during the day and at night. The choice of materials has symbolic 

relevance informed by Jewish culture but is also particularly effective architecturally. This 

deceptively simple elegance won the judges over. 

 

Three other contrasting projects were also Highly Commended for their exceptional design 

quality. From Spain, the Theatre in Vicar, by Carbajal + Solinas Verd Arquitectos takes a 

radical approach to cladding flat surfaces, using a combination of brass, bronze and plain 

copper strips, also winning an Innovation Award. But the design is more than innovative and, 

in the strong Spanish sunlight, the effect is simply stunning. In the north of Norway, very 
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different climatic conditions influenced the design of Jarmund/Vigsnæs AS Architects’ 

Svalbard Science Centre with its long, low, faceted copper profile. With a complex, technical 

programme and such a challenging environment to accommodate, architectural design could 

easily have taken second place here. But this is a beautiful building, particularly suited to its 

mountainous, arctic snowscape. Also Highly Commended, the Kumu Art Musem in Tallinn, 

Estonia was designed by Vapaavuori Architects. Contrasting with most other entries, copper 

is used here in a straightforward way but still recognised by the judges as an essential 

component in a beautiful composition. This is an elegant solution to a complex programme 

reflecting cultural and national influences. 

 

The judges also wanted to acknowledge the excellent standard of entries generally - and two 

other shortlisted projects in particular. An example of high quality architectural design in an 

unexpected situation is the Skive CHP Station in Denmark, showcasing the new biomass 

technology with sustainable copper cladding. This project, designed by C. F. Møller 

Architects, is an exemplary utility building designed with a real architectural response. In 

complete contrast, Lands Architetture’s Une Boîte Moirée project is a modest scale copper 

box in the Swiss countryside, using rich combinations of copper cladding and perforated 

screens.  

 

Separately from the European category, the Copper in Architecture Awards continue with 

recognition of the best UK projects. Winner of the UK category was Keith Williams 

Architects’ Unicorn Theatre in London. The cool, calm approach taken with this landmark 

building and a careful use of materials singled it out for the Award. Two other projects were 

commended – Allies and Morrison’s landmark Planetarium in Greenwich and Feilden Clegg 

Bradley’s elegant Formby Swimming Pool. 

 

Images and information on all the shortlisted projects can be found at: www.cda.org.uk/arch 

together with details of future awards. Many of the other buildings submitted will also be of 

interest and all the Award entries from around Europe are featured at 

www.copperconcept.org.  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR EDITORS 
 
High Resolution images of the Awards projects for publication can be downloaded 
from the following dedicated link: www.cda.org.uk/awards-images.htm or requested 
from bryony.samuel@copperdev.co.uk.
 

 
Contact Details for publication (if needed): 
Copper in Architecture, 5 Grovelands Business Centre, Boundary Way,  

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TE. 

E-mail: helpline@copperdev.co.uk  Web: www.cda.org.uk/arch   Fax: 01442 275716. 

 

Reader Enquiries to:  
Copper in Architecture, 5 Grovelands Business Centre, Boundary Way,  

Hemel Hempstead, HP2 7TE.  Or e-mail: carol.godfrey@copperdev.co.uk

 

 
Further information for editors, contact (not for publication):  
Chris Hodson      Tel: 01242 702 741.   Fax: 01242 702 754 

e-mail: chris@hodsons.com

 

All media enquiries by e-mail or fax only, please, to Chris Hodson. 
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